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In his study of Mgr. Bonomelli of Cremona (Pestis
Perniciosissimd) Dr. Marian Zdziechowski remarks
the curious split between the Bishop's mentality
and his spirit, the one the fruit of education,
tradition, environment and outside influences, the
other, in which the originality of the man consists,
the resultant of inward gifts of heart and tempera-
ment. There we have the hard narrow exclusiveness
of scholastic theology, the proper product and
instrument of the spirit of the Scribes and Pharisees;
and here, in conflict with it, a large-hearted, Christ-
like, all-embracing charity, whose unconscious theo-
logical implications are simply heretical as judged
by scholastic standards of orthodoxy. Yet, since
these implications have not been to any great extent
unravelled or brought to clear consciousness, no great
intellectual conflict seerns to have resulted, but only
a curious antagonism between heart and head. Still,
such mitigations as have taken place in the severity
of Bishop Bonomelli's theology are seen plainly to
be due to his spirit of evangelical love and charity,
whose theological implications are made explicit to
him whenever any point of the scholastic tradition
is felt to be counter to, and therefore condemned
by, the spirit of charity, or whenever any view counter
to scholasticism is felt to be in harmony with that
spirit. In his case the spirit of love and of humanity
has proved itself a spirit of liberty and enlargement.

Was it not thus, I ask, that Christ was a revealer
of truth ? We have been taught to consider his
revelation as a miraculously discovered theological